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Pierce Congratulates Housing Commission for its Work, Report 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has congratulated the President’s Commission on Housing for 
its ‘hard work, vision and foresight’’ , and for its preparation and issuance of the Commission’s interim 
report which was forwarded to the President and HUD on October 30. The report contained conclusions 
and recommendations of the 25-member Commission established by Executive Order 123 10 (see HUD 
Newsletter, Volume i2, Number 48). 


Secretary Pierce told Commission Chairman William F. McKenna and Vice Chair Carla A. Hills that 
he was ‘‘deeply indebted’’ to them and their supporting staff ‘‘for coming forth with a clear set of 
principles and a housing policy framework on which to build our attack on the basic problems facing 
Americans — the need for decent housing. The President’s Economic Recovery Program envisions a 
revitalized and healthy economy. Housing is an important sector of the economy and we at HUD 
reaffirm this administration’s commitment to affordable housing for all Americans.”’ 


Meanwhile, the Commission has announced a new, tentative schedule of meetings related to the second 
phase of its work which is expected to end with another, final report not later than April 30, 1982. 
Scheduled Commission meetings include: 


© December 14-15, 1981, hearings by the Committee on Government Regulation and the Cost of 
Housing, City Hall Annex, Houston, Texas, 9 a.m. 


@ January 7, 1982, full Commission meeting, New Executive Office Building, Room 2010, 
Washington, D.C., 9 a.m. February 16, 1982, full Commission meeting, New Executive Office 
Building, Room 2010, Washington, D.C., 9 a.m. 


All meetings of the Commission are open to the public. Additional information may be obtained from 


Jean M. Freeze, the President’s Commission on Housing, 730 Jackson Place, N.W. Washington, 
D.C. 20504 (202/395-5832). 


Pierce Tells Women HUD is Moving Toward Voucher Program 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr. , has told attendees at an Informational Forum on Women that the 
Department is moving toward a housing voucher program which would be workable in all markets. He 
said that a voucher program would reduce the waiting period that many families encounter under 
existing programs, give assisted families freedom to choose and negotiate their own housing, and cost 
the Government less money to administer. The implementation of a housing voucher program was one 
of the major recommendations contained in an interim report of the President’s Commission on 
Housing released October 30. 


Secretary Pierce told Forum participants that ‘“Women are the largest group of recipients of HUD 
programs,’’ and added: ‘“We cannot speak of HUD programs without speaking of their impact on 
women.’’ The majority of the agency’s efforts and ‘‘the lion’s share’’ of the doilars go to support newly 
constructed housing which does not meet the needs of lower-income families for several reasons, Pierce 
said, and noted that the proposed housing voucher program will ‘‘help correct this situation.”’ 








HUD Lowers FHA Mortgage Insurance Rates 


HUD Assistant Secretary for Housing-Federal Housing Commissioner Philip Winn has announced a 
decline in FHA mortgage insurance rates for the second time within five weeks. The across-the-board 
decrease, effective November 16, establishes the following new rates: 


| 
Program New Rate Old Rate | 
Level payment and GPM 15.5 percent 16.5 percent | 
Permanent multifamily loans 16.5 17.5 | 
Multifamily interim construction 19.0 21.0 
Land development loans 19.0 21.0 
Property improvement/mobile home loans 19.0 20.0 
Combination mobile home/lot 18.5 19.5 
Historic preservation loans 19.0 20.0 


Assistant Secretary Winn noted that since the last major adjustment to the FHA interest rate ceiling on 
October 12, market conditions have improved. “This continuing downward trend in the interest rate,”’ 
he said, ‘‘is a good indication that the President’s Economic Recovery Program is working. The prime 
interest rate has been reduced to as low as 16.5 percent; the Federal Reserve Board has cut its discount 
rate from 14 to 13 percent and reduced the penalty surcharge that it imposes on big banks that borrow 
frequently from the Fed, from three to two percentage points; and short-term security yields have fallen 
dramatically .”’ 


Saying that ‘lowering the interest rate from 16.5 to 15.5 percent will enable many more households to 
qualify for a FHA/VA home loan,”’ Assistant Secretary Winn promised that HUD will continue to 
monitor the mortgage market closely and will make further adjustments on FHA rates as necessary. 


The Veterans Administration simultaneously announced a | percent drop for the maximum rate on 
VA-guaranteed, single-family mortgage loans. 


Publications Available 


The following publications are available from the National Conference of States on Building Codes 
and Standards (NCSBCS), 481 Carlisle Drive, Herndon, Va. , 22070. Prices listed are for non- 
members; NCSBCS member prices are slightly less. 


Legal Issues in Building Codes Administration in the 1980’ s features papers on a wide range of major 
legal considerations in building codes administration presented at a joint symposium held in Atlanta, 
Ga. earlier this year. $25.00. 


Directory of State Building Codes and Regulations. . . helps the reader keep up with varying State 
building codes and regulations and how they are administered; lists each State’s building codes, 
regulations, and administrative divisions; also includes biographical information for each NCSBCS 
delegate member and full contact information for individuals responsible for administering each code. 
$25.00. 





Secretary Pierce Announces Additional HUD Appointments 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has announced the selection of Dr. Roger S. Ahlbrandt, Jr. to 
serve as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Urban and Community Studies. In this position Dr. Ahibrandt 
will oversee the Department’s research, demonstration and evaluation activities in neighborhood and 
community development, fair housing, and local government capacity sharing areas. He also will 
prepare the biennial National Urban Policy Report. 


Dr. Ahlbrandt is a former professor in the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Social Work and was 
acting director of the University Center for Social and Urban Research. While there, he taught courses 
and conducted research on social and economic problems related to housing, neighborhoods, and 
community development. He earlier served as director of research and development for ACTION- 
Housing, Inc., a Pittsburgh based, nonprofit sponsor of housing subsidized under the Section 22 1d(3), 
Section 236, and Section 8 programs. 


A former board member of Pittsburgh’s Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. and the local affiliate of 
the National Urban League, Dr. Ahlbrandt is a member of the American Economic Association. A 
bachelor of science graduate of Yale University (New Haven, Conn.), he holds a MBA degree in 
finance from the Harvard Business School (Cambridge, Mass), and a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of Washington (Seattle). 


In other personnel actions, Don I. Patch has been appointed director, Office of Block Grant Assistance, 
and David M. Cohen has been appointed deputy director of that Office. 


Patch has served as deputy director of the Office of Block Grant Assistance for the past 18 months, and 
has worked for HUD and its predecessor agencies since 1960. From 1955 to 1959, he was administrator 
of the Inter-American Housing and Planning Center in Bogota, Columbia. A 1948 political science 
graduate of Oberlin (Ohio) College, he has a MA degree in development economics from Mexico City 
College (Mexico). 


Before his HUD appointment, Cohen served as deputy associate director of the Community Services 
Administration’s (CSA) Office of Economic Development, and held other key positions at that agency 
including responsibility for planning and budgeting, and managing and monitoring regional office 
operations of the CSA’s Community Action Program. A political science graduate of Brandeis 
University (Waltham, Mass.), he has done additional study at the University of Chicago. He was a 
Congressional Fellow of the American Political Science Association in 1966-1967. 


The Office of Block Grant Assistance develops regulations, handbooks, and procedures for the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) programs for large cities and urban counties, small 
cities, and those administered by State governments. 


Significant Litigation 


Housing Counseling Services, et al. v. Samuel J. Pierce, Jr., etal., C.A. No. 81-2416 (D. D.C., filed 
Sept. 30, 1981) 


Four housing counseling agencies bring this action against the United States, the Secretary of HUD and 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget alleging, inter alia, that HUD and OMB 
unlawfully impounded fiscal year 1981 budget authority appropriated for the Housing Counseling 
Assistance Program. Plaintiffs request a declaratory judgment that the full amount of the fiscal year 
198 1 allocation has not lapsed and is currently available for obligation or expenditure. Plaintiffs further 
seek a judgment declaring arbitrary and capricious OMB’s refusal to waive statutory fourth quarter 
fiscal year restrictions on agency spending. At a hearing held on September 30, 1981 the District Court 
denied plaintiffs’ Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order to require defendants to “‘reserve and set 
aside’’ the unobligated fiscal year 1981 appropriation of approximately $7 million. 





FYI 


Oak Ridge National Laboratory, U.S. Department of Energy. . . Conference on ‘“Thermal 
Insulation, Materials, and Systems for Energy Conservation in the 1980’s,’’ Clearwater Beach, Fla., 
December 8-11, 1981. Details: ORNL/DOE, Post Office Box X, Oak Ridge, Tenn. , 37830. 


Congressional Monitor. . . Seminar on ‘“Understanding Congress,’’ Washington, D.C., December 8, 
1981. Details: Seminar coordinator, CM, 1414-22nd Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. (202/ 
887-8620). 


Community Associations Institute. . . Seminar sponsored by the CAI Law Reporter, Anaheim, Ca., 
December 9-10, 1981. Details: CAI, 3000 South Eads Street, Arlington, Va. , 22202 (703/548-8600). 


The Congressional Quarterly (CO). . . Seminar on ‘“The Congressional Budget Process,”’ 
Washington, D.C., December 10, 1981. Details: CQ, 1414-22nd Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20037 (202/887-8620). 


Housing Magazine. . . Conference on ‘‘Non-Residential Development: Building Assets for the 
Future,’’ Denver Colo., December 10-11, 1981. Details: HM, 1212 Avenue of the Americas, New 
York, N.Y., 10020 (212/997-6692). 


The American Planning Association. . . Seminar on ‘‘Land Use Law for Planners and Lawyers,”’ 
Nashville, Tenn. , December 10-11, 1981. Details: APA, Land Use Law Seminar, 1313 E. 60th Street, 
Chicago, Ill. , 60637 (312/947-2111). 


U.S. League of Savings Associations. . . ‘‘ Advanced Income Property Lending Institute ,’’ San 
Diego, Calif., December 13-18, 1981. Details: USL, 111 East Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill. , 50601 
(312/644-3100). 


U.S. Office of Personnel Management. . . ‘“The Federal Budget Process,’’ Washington, D.C.., 
December 15-16, 1981. Details: The Management Sciences Training Center, OPM, P.O. Box 7230, 
Washington, D.C. 20044 (202/632-5600). 
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